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Public Right of Way User Evidence Statement - Information Sheet

The Declaration and Statement should be completed and returned to the person making the application (rather than Gloucestershire County Council), so that it can be submitted with, or form part of, an application seeking a change to the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way. We recommend that you keep this page for your information, and also take a photocopy of the Declaration and Statement for your own records.

The Statement is intended to provide preliminary evidence about the application.  When Gloucestershire County Council, as the Order-Making Authority (OMA), commences detailed research, a Council officer may contact you to seek further information or ask you to be interviewed about your evidence.

The Statement is designed to help establish whether or not the route being claimed in the application is a public right of way.  It also provides evidence of how it is used (for example on foot, on horseback, by vehicles, etc.).

You should answer the questions as fully as possible and not keep back any information, whether for or against the public claim.  This is important if this information is to be of real value in establishing the status of the application route.  The information given may be examined at a public inquiry.

The Statement should be completed by one person only and should relate to only one route.  Do not include information about another person.

If you need more space please continue on a separate sheet, which will need to be attached to the Statement.  

If completing the Statement by hand, please ensure it is written legibly and in black ink.

If the OMA proceeds with the application but it is contested (for example by a landowner), there may be a public inquiry.  This will be held locally and if you are unable to attend your evidence will be given in writing, but user evidence is of much greater value if you attend in person and are prepared to answer questions about it.  Inquiries are kept as informal as possible, and the OMA will help you with the procedure.

[bookmark: _Hlk155703179]Data Protection Statement – Please read carefully

Under the General Data Protection Regulation, the OMA has a duty to inform you about how your personal data will be handled.

Please note that the information you supply by way of the User Evidence Statement or by other means such as letters or emails (other than your personal contact details [i.e. mobile/ landline number, email address] and signature) cannot be treated as confidential.

It will form part of the public record of the application kept in line with the legal process we follow under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and may be shared with any affected landowner or their representative.
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For full information on how the OMA handles your information and to read our Privacy Notice, please visit https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/prow/definitive-map-and-associated-registers/ or you can request a copy by emailing modificationorders@gloucestershire.gov.uk or by post to Highway Records (Modification Orders), Gloucestershire County Council, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester, GL1 2TG.
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